
What Does It 
Really Cost?

Realistic budgets, timelines and what most homeowners 
don’t expect when planning a new kitchen or bathroom. 

For homeowners in Peterborough and Stamford who 
want straight answers before they commit.

A Practical Guide



The questions most homeowners ask first
If you’re thinking about updating your kitchen or bathroom this year, you’re probably 

asking the same questions most homeowners do: How much should I budget? 

How long does it really take? And what are the things no one mentions until it’s too late?

This short guide is designed to give you clear, realistic answers before you speak to anyone or make any commitments. 
It’s based on real local projects and is intended to help you plan properly, whether you work with us or not.

When should you realistically start?

If you’re aiming for a spring or early summer installation, the planning needs to start earlier than most people expect. 
A typical, well-run project often looks like this:

Spring is one of the busiest periods. As a rule of thumb, if you want work to start around April, your design should usually 
be signed off by late January. Rushing decisions later often leads to compromises or delays.

What is a realistic budget?

Kitchen and bathroom budgets vary widely, but these local guide ranges help set expectations:

National averages often underestimate the true cost of a properly Ѓnished project. Most complete local projects sit 
higher because they include electrics, lighting, installation and Ѓnishing, not just cabinets.

Design & survey

 1 – 3 days
Final decision

1 - 2 weeks (we give you as 
much time as you need)

Installation

1 – 3+ weeks 
depending on scope

Refresh 

(doors, panels, 
minor joinery) 

from £2,500 – £5,500

Mid-scale refit 
(Standard Ѓtted 

bathroom - kitchen)
£9,000 – £18,000

Premium refit 
(quartz, integrated

 appliances, lighting
 upgrades) 

£18,000 – £30,000+

Full remodel 

(layout changes, 
electrics, Єooring, 
structural work) 

£25,000 – £45,000+



The upgrades that make 
the biggest difference
If your budget needs prioritising, focus here first:

• Layout: Ѓxing pinch points, improving prep zones and circulation
• Lighting: layered lighting transforms how a space looks and feels

• Storage: pull-outs, pan drawers and proper larders reduce clutter daily

• Worktops & fixtures: quartz, quality sinks and taps pay off long-term

The biggest gains usually come from how the space works, not just 

how it looks.

The hidden costs most people don’t plan for

These are the areas that often cause budgets to creep up:

• Electrical upgrades (induction hobs, extra sockets, lighting drivers)

• Plastering and making good after old units are removed

• Flooring continuity into adjacent spaces

• Waste removal and compliance

• Small Ѓttings and Ѓnishing materials that add up

Knowing about these early allows you to plan, rather than react. 
Make sure these are considered at the design phase.

Why joined up planning matters

A kitchen or bathroom isn’t a single purchase, it’s a sequence of dependent steps. When design, supply and installation 
aren’t aligned, problems often show up later as delays, rework or compromises. When they are considered together 
from the start, projects tend to run more smoothly and deliver better results.

This is why many homeowners now look for a single team to manage the full process, not for convenience alone, but 
because it reduces risk. If you’re planning a project this year, the most important step is getting clear early. 

Realistic expectations lead to better decisions, smoother projects and far less stress along the way.



Tel: 
01733 590590    

Email:  
help@pete-bird.co.uk 

Showroom Address:  
1 Eden Way, Yaxley, 

Peterborough, PE7 7BY


